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The work’s general description

The work of Pridon Khalvashi- is “a song about love of the
country and people’s loyalty, making alive the Past of our
country, praising the Present, singing for the happier Future”
(K. Berulava, T. Jangulashvili, a newspaper “The Tsignis
Samkaro”(The Universe of a book, August 12, 1975).

The writer managed to percept the past, the present and
the future of his people and the history of his region. He
imagined them in an artistic way possible. The reason of his
work’s originality was perception of the reality, wondering
about the socio-civil problems, great love towards a country, a
reflection of contrasting feelings, having a great ability in
accessing spiritual universe of a modern person and poetic
skills. “ When | began , it was difficult and rare in Ajara to be a
writer. A writer in our region is obliged to say what our
tortured and disabled past could not say “ — says the writer.
(Khalvashi, 2000)

Pridon Khalvashi is one of the representatives ,who
determined the way and character of the literature, they did
everything in front on the nation by their words and deeds.
Even from his childhood the writer was very thoughtful about
Georgia’s past and the fate of Ajara. : | was often thoughtful,
abandoned by Ajara’s fate, its past. The feelings of unknown
and old remains caused uncured pains in me. | pitied Ajara,
which | got to know gradually, | desperately wanted to help
with anything the oldest important Georgian part, in order to
be equal with other advanced regions. | wanted to talk about
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this with my neighbours. This talk was only possible by honest
word ( work) “ (Literary Georgia, 2005;20)

Since then, there are several important researches and
articles written about Pridon Khalvashi’s life and work which
show the writer’s literary and artistic way, his civil belief . His
lyric’s major motives and artistic thinking are noticed.

“The rule of the truth”- that is his basis for thinking and
deeds. This created the existence of his work.

Above mentioned matters prove once more the
importance of Pridon Khalvashi’s work research. The work ,
which is special with its plot as well as in terms of genre
variety. Despite writing several publicistic and critical letters
about his work, the separate book (“The secret thought of the
river Chorokhi”) was dedicated by luri Bibileishvili to his life
and work . During the 80s a work of dissertation was created,
which included the whole work of a writer, yet, it should be
mentioned that the entire scientific research , specifically of
his prose has never happened.

Hence, the basic purpose of the research is the discussion
of basic aspects in his prose. He had to live and work in two
different formation, but in spite of ideological pressure and
boundaries still the most vital for him was his entire country
seen from his native region. Pain, which his country was going
through , was represented profoundly. Changing formations
caused reevaluating the values once more, but basic values
still remained unchanged. Already an elderly writer suggests
different accents, provides assessment of his own life. By this
way remarkable is his prose in the form of memoir, where he
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boldly uses literary experiments. We have clear basis to
discuss Pridon khalvashi’s prose with contemporary methods.
The work’s scientific news is that besides reflecting all
current literary processes in the Georgian literary critics ,
publishing literary almanacs , letters and reviews about the

‘

writers ‘ working in Ajara, of course Pridon Khalvashi was
among them, the aspects of his work were partly discussed. It
is true that his poetry is studied in a monographic way , but in
order to analyze completely, we considered it would be
reasonable to study in a systematizing style , which is the
work’s scientific news . Of course we do not criticize previous
work about Pridon Khalvashi, but it definitely is the first
precedent in analyzing Pridon Khalvashi’s prose and will be the
basis of the upcoming research.

We identified the work’s methodological research by
gathering original materials and analyzing methods. The
Historical method that gave us the opportunity to study past
events and to make their objective estimation. The method of
comparison in connection with historical methods provided us
with several materials to make their mutual comparison. In
some cases we referred to the method of observation, which
gave us the opportunity to gain materials and in reference to it
we used a descriptive research. We based assessing research
with a systemic analysis on it. It leads us to the final results
using the basis of researching separate parts. The research was
implemented on the basis of Pridon Khalvashi’s artistic prose,
drama-writing and analysis of the prose in terms of memoir.
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Published letters and publications by critics and the writer’s
contemporaries were used and studied .

The predictable results that we are anticipating because of
a timid trial on the research of the task , there is a hope that it
will make a humble contribution in the Georgian literary
process, studying the role of the region’s writers’ roles and
studying the task of this place. The topic’s popularity is
directly connected with the predictable result , which is one of
the steps of a scientific research in Pridon Khalvashi’s artistic
thinking. It will play the role in determining the writer’s role
and place in a Georgian literary life of a recent period.
The structure and volume of the work: The work consists of
an introduction, six chapters and conclusion. The list of used
literature is included. Aims of the research, tasks and logic of
solving problems resulted in the following structure of the
dissertation.

Introduction

Chapter | — Problematic affairs in Pridon Khalvashi’s novels
1. “River was bringing the sliver down”
2. lIsit possible for a Georgian man to be Muslim”

Chapter IlI- Pridon Khalvashi’s dramaturgy
1. “The call from Khikhani”

2. “Survived immortality”
3. Tears of vine”
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Chapter lll- Some aspects in terms of memoir prose in
Pridon Khalvashi’s work

Chapter IV- A woman in Pridon Khalvashi’s work

Chapter V- Pridon Khalvashi’s publication

Chapter VI- The task of national concept in Ajara according
to the work of Pridon Khalvashi

General conclusions

The brief plot of the work

In the introduction there is a discussion about the
correction in choosing the topic and problems, the popularity ,
news, purposes and tasks of the research are emphasized. The
biographical details are pointed out and also those estimations
which were made by critics about the writer’'s work and
societal deeds . Accents are made on the writer’s prose as the
actual topic of one of the important segments in the research
of the work and his role in Georgian literary process.

Chapter |- Pridon Khalvashi’s problematic tasks are
divided into two paragraphs and contains the analysis of “
River was bringing sliver down”, and “ Is it possible for a
Georgian person to be Muslim”.

Pridon Khalvashi speaks about his own emotions and
feelings. One of the most acute topics is the issue about
religious and national identity. The reason is that his region
had been ruled by Ottoman Turks for 300 years. Those scars

have not been healed yet. The novel “ River was bringing sliver
down” is an important trial to represent this extremely painful

topic with acute feeling.
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There are several interesting and important tasks
brought forward by the writer , they were felt and seen by
him, that is why the main character of the novel is the writer
himself. He writes: “ River was bringing sliver down”- The
reality and fantasy are mixed. In above mentioned novel , the
person speaking about him is me. Mostly the facts described
are true. Artistic vestments decorates them.

Artistic vestments makes the novel alive, They decorate
the realty.”

“River was bringing sliver down”, a novel -monologue
is a confession. The main character of the story —is Shukri who
has to go through a difficult path of his life. This is “way”
created by an author. Ajara during 20-30s is described in the
novel. This is the story which describes exactly the
atmosphere, soul, real social events and the attitude of the
main hero in novel who sometimes suffers from pain but
occasionally his happy.

2-“Is it possible for a Georgian person to be Muslim?”

The novel “ Is it possible for a Georgian person to be
Muslim” continues the story after “ A river was bringing sliver
down”. The main hero of a previous novel Shukri is now in a
different space and platform. His thought are rather profound
. Here, the main character is “ Shio, living the entire childhood
with the name of Shakro”. This is the performance of Shukri-
Shio’s past life, but with the new episode- shown in a
retrospective way. “ Time passes , the past is approaching me
even closer... Every memory causes thrilling emotions and
sorrow at the same time... Shukri, same Shio now is “ grabbing
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his older lorries steering wheel, crooked road was still creeping
behind, as past years.”

The scene of a novel expends between Turkey and Ajara,
and the author tells us about his own sorrow and experienced
pain for his native corner Ajara, injuries that it had. Besides the
author’s feelings, characters’ sorrow also correspond them
and by this way forming one definite question- Does the
religion identify nationality and whether it is possible for a
Georgian man to be Muslim Georgian.

These novels show healing lines caused by separation of
other religion , that later forms as the writer’s private faith: “
Hope, withstanding, patience, breaking through, forgiving...
The son , who had been separated from Georgia’s region for
hundreds of years , during his conscious life was trying to
speed up the healing process cause by other religion that
separated his Ajara. | had a lot of enemies, haters. | have never
revenged. That was the reason | was reprimanded, but | made
myself to believe — | won a lot this way”- said Pridon Khalvashi
who was from the oldest part of Georgia — Lazeti.

Chapter II- Pridon Khalvashi’s dramaturgy . Dramaturgy
takes an important part in Pridon Khalvashi’s work for its
artistic values and national spirit.This genre of writing is
different because the story is introduced by actions and
dialogues. Hence, it requires exceptional skills from the
author. The fact that Pridon Khalvashi created, perhaps a few
plays but they are full of artistic values and they prove the
author’s creative mastership. As soon as the plays were

published they were in the centre of attention and have never
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left the stage of dramatic theatre. It was once more
acknowledgement of the author.

1- “The call from Khikhani”

The play “ The call from Khikhani” is dedicated to heroes
after Ajara had returned to Mother- Georgia , it was lead by
notable Selim Khimshiashvii.

Pridon Khalvashi was the first author who brought the
theme about Selim Khimshiashvili. First he dedicated lyrical
poem to him , the title was the hero’s name itself “SElim
Khimshiashvili”. The poet draws everything as the places to
worship which is connected whith Selim Khishiashvili’s name-
The Khikhani Castle, the village Bakibako, where his was killed
by executioner, but yet his deeds are still alive.

As we see pridon Khalvashi’s “ The call from Khikhani”
expresses all the topics that Ajara and whole Georgia was
going through painfully. This is the pain which “ was full of
scars”and the native region was feeling it thoroughly , the
author expresses his sorrows regarding his Ajara.

The essential fact is that Pridon Khalvashi made editing on
plays himself. They were

published in 1959 and he did important changes in them.
The historian drama written in four acts was remade in two
acts, many dialogues were cut , he made corrections in a plot,
in historical facts and in characters’ speech too.

The analysis led us to the conclusion that during that
period, when the author was creating his play, he was
reserved to some extent, and was going through self-
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censorship . He was trying to avoid fixing his positions directly.
After years he revalued everything , felt rather bitterly the fate
and pain of his region and said boldly what was deep inside his
heart , he showed his hero’s image a lot worthily and was able
to express his loyal position rather clearly and acutely. If we
use this play as an instance we can once more discuss Pridon
Khalvashi as acting in two different formations — social and
values.

2- “Survived immortality”

The play-legend “Survived immortality” is based on the
legend heard in Ajara (As is Shota Rustaveli came around the
Gonio Castle) and it aims to show people’s national
immortality of consciousness .

The love towards Shota Rustaveli’s “The knight in
panther’s skin” is well drawn in the play. It is confessed as the
national treasure. The collective image of Georgian people is
shown in playwright Jarji’s person, who expresses his Georgian
nature by Rustaveli’s “ The knight in Panther’s skin” and taking
part in king Tamar’s powerful battles.

By this play the author could fulfil the legend and proved
once more the national spirit that was always so vivid in Ajara
and among local inhabitants, especially their love towards the
Georgians’ spiritual treasure.
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3- “Tears of vine”

The paly “Tears of vine” represents the drama in three
acts created on topic of the Second World War. It was written
in 1961 and the premiere was successfully held in the same
year on stage of Batumi theatre. One of the reasons of success
can be considered that the play’s topic was emphatically
responding the pride of Ajarian people, who were compared
with Vine the national symbol of The Georgians. The main
hero of the play- Murad Siradze says about vine’s resistance
during heavy snowfall: “ Our vine is like a person. It was cut
down, ploughed out, burnt, but it still did not die, the root did
not die. Isn’t an Ajarian man like it? They could not pulled out
the language, otherwise they took everything. How could they
know that out language survived the greatest wealth- it is
obstinate and strong like us”( Khalvashi, 1961;57) . You will
possibly agree with me that in this brief extract the author
skillfully showed the real nature of the indigenous of his
corner, their exceptional strength and loyalty towards native
roots.

A shape and content of each play , expressive images of
characters, remarkable signature, powerful usage of the
dialect create whole material and once more make us sure in
the author’s mastership. He frequently rises stories on high
level and fulfils the audience with amazing charge.
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Chapter llI- Pridon Khalvashi’s memoir prose’s several

aspects and artistic peculiarities.

Pridon Khalvashi’s work is of multi genre form. In the Il
chapter we referred to the author’s work’s distinguished literal
exception , samples of memoir genre “Omri” and “Yesterday”.

The field of memoires is interesting . It gives us the
opportunity to completely get to know the creator, important
details of his life and in most cases to understand the idea
completely. That is why it took an important part in Georgian
literary life from the nineteenth century up to now and
releasing every single work in this genre opens a new sheet in
studying literature.

“Omri” was first released in 2007, the second and the last
publication date 2010. Though , it is not known and there is
not a trail of how long he had been writing it, when he started
thinking about it seriously , ( By the way,3 years earlier he told
a poet Emzar Kvitaishvili that he was going to write a book of
his life) when he started working. One thing we can see clearly
in @ composition that limitless line of memory is the writer’s
preference and luxury.

Pridon Khalvashi explains the reason for transferring his
adventures on a piece of paper:

“ Readers, if sharing any of the things | have seen and felt
will be even a bit worthy for you , then it is possible that it
might be useful for a man in future. | was writing according it”.
(Khalvashi, 2010;1)
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After the poet died , his diaries saw the day light , the title
is “ Yesterday”, he was performed with a human nature,
weaknesses and at the same time determination of his
character, a person completely in love with his country, a
region Ajara, he was an utterly devoted warrior, as well as
having subtle, poetic spirit . He does not like remembering the
past of his country, as he says : “ There are so many colourless
things. | do not like myself. | do not love myself” ( Khalvashi,
2013;163)- But this is life full of oppositions and difficulties,
bearing kindness and evil at the same time.

One more thing about the previous collection is that
Pridon Khalvashi’s way to perfectness is obvious. If at the
beginning he is timid, at the end of the road he is seen as
experienced, great, devoted for his country. The writer’s eye
catching estimation is : “ The value of my pieces paper is not
high, but they are mine. | want them to be cared for. | have
never been fake and naughty. | love a human being and | want
them to be as | Love them. Sometimes we do not have time
that our mistakes occasionally are right. You go forward and
make new mistakes. But you make more better things than
worse.” ( Khalvashi,2013;139)

Chapter IV- A woman in Pridon Khalvashi’s work
Many writers praised a Georgian woman, but it gains
special appearance in works of our region, as exactly an
Ajarian “Nene” ( Mother) managed to maintain national spirit,
in spite of enemies she could survive the oldest part of Georgia
and brought it up today.
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The woman — Nene , how heart melting name does a
mother has in Ajara. Mother, a woman the origin of all the
kindness, she is a firm basement . In this sorrowful part of
Georgia she managed to maintain the faith that is centuries
old, our enemy would take it during 300 years, but they could
not pull out the roots which are deeply in each Georgian’s
gene. And if not the case of the blood scream , what power
could enforce an Ajarian woman to perform everyday ritual ,-
while baking maize-bread she used to make sign of a cross on
it. On first sight this is an unrealized , mechanic action which
was old custom kept down in soul and flesh, it was passing
from one generation to another, this is a gene code -
expressing the oldest Georgian mood.

Definitely this provided us to speak about those women
characters, whom he describe with a special warmth and
respect in his work.

Chapter V-Pridon Khalvashi’s Publication. Pridon
Khalvashi’s publication has colourful content. Its shape is plain
and sophisticated, it closely related to natural form of speech
of the local inhabitants. The writer’s word expresses people’s
thoughts. Well, this is why Pridon Khalvashi’s auditorium is
entire Georgia. Pridon Khalvashi’s publication has a staging
importance with its subject, principles of aesthetics, patriot’s
position and of old generation’s historical faith.

A new genre is added to Pridon Khalvashi’s publication
with the image of “Rubbed out from the notes” ( Literary
Georgia” April 7-13, 2000). This is a brief narration of the
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writer’s thoughts, emotions during his working process. He
does not have just one topic, it includes almost everything —
National matters, love of nature, politics, morality, lines for the
writer’s self- portrait, peculiarities of artistic judgement ,
details from the great writer’s life and so on.

Pridon Khalvaashi’s publication is distinguished for the
author’s versatility and deep erudition, wide point of view and
for the ability of the exceptional analysis of events. None of
the important field were left in that sociable life, where the
author did not express his competent opinion, whether it was
the past history, theatre, creative translation, economics,
agriculture, inner or foreign politics and so on.

Chapter VI- The matter of the national consciousness
according to Pridon Khalvasshi’s work

The Patriotic topic had been the greatest and the oldest
spirit , the faith Of the Georgian literature.

By means of this feeling were the Georgian people able to
go through the hardest and troublesome way of history. This
feature led Georgian spirit and life of Ajarian Georgians- So
native and firm children of entire Georgia.

“ Ajara, - Historically bore multiple pains, this is one of the
most beautiful parts of Georgia- which is the main observing
place, where the author should look into whole Georgia’s and
of the entire universe sins and virtues. This process seems to
be rather interesting, profound and kind when the writer is
Pridon Khalvashi. Sharing woe and rejoice, hearing pros and
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cons perceiving with his intuition. He is the writer of feeling
civil fair and of deep creativity. Pridon Khalvashi’s inspiration is
born in native Ajara’s golden azure.” (Khalvashi, 1976;5)

Pridon Khalvashi’s patriotic prose sings for the brothers
who are beyond the borders because of the ironical fate. He
sings for their existence, for their monuments and for their
devotion towards native language.

Pridon Khalvashi’'s love towards Ajara is the same as
affection of Georgia. Moreover, the writer loves Ajara so
desperately, fantastically, because it had always been loyal to
its Mother- Georgia where left alone , captured, separated
from siblings never lost the hope of returning back, it never
lost determination , never surrendered to enemy even though
sacrificing lives and blood but maintained Georgian spirit and
mother language.

The topic of religion is not only literary subject for Pridon
Khalvashi. Regarding religion the main orients are national
values.

This is what Pridon Khalvashi’s national faith looks like.
This is the faith of a writer who worships Georgian from Ajara.
Details of each artistic word is filled with the national spirit.

In a general conclusion we tried to sum up the results of
the general statute. It is known that the purpose of the
dissertation was to make a research of basic aspects in Pridon
Khalvashi’s prose. As Pridon khalvashi lived in two different
political formation it was interesting , whether the basic
tendencies were revealed in prose, regarding problematic
affairs of the national region. It was essential as well to curve
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those important aspects according which the research had
been performed . On this basement chapters and sub chapters
were separated, so the sequence of the work was put in a
shape. Detailed analysis of each task gave us the opportunity
to make appropriate conclusions that would lead us to the
final statute. After discussion it was possible to make consent
of our opinions, forming specific peculiarities familiar to Pridon
Khalvashi’s prose.

First of all the topic of Pridon Khalvashi’s prose attracts
our attention, it is diversified and interesting. In his artistic
thoughts we get to know with past events resembling
Georgian and

also Ajarian history. They are various because of
character’s individual images, characters and opinions. The
writer’s challenges of contemporary life are actual , also their
artistic and publicistic understanding.

It should be said regarding Pridon Khalvashi that he
avoids fake, tempting grandiloquence and pathetic on
purpose. Narrow obsessive topics don not feature his work.

In our opinion , possible results we were waiting for
after trying to make a research are achieved. From our point of
view this work will take even a minor part in Georgian literary
process and studying the role of the writers in this region and
studying a place. This is one step of Pridon Khalvashi's a
literary research and will play some role in identifying the
writer’s role and place in Georgian literary life and modern
Ajara.
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The virtue of the writer — Pridom Khalvashi is that his

records are attributes of the epoch and his fair word serves his

contemporary problems.

The work’s results are published in the following

1.

2.

newspapers.
Pridon Khalvashi’s memoir prose’s several aspects.
International scientific-periodical publication
communicions among cultures, Thilisi, 20014, ISSN
1512-4363
The images of women in Pridon Khalvashi’s work.
Science of Humanity in informative society-ll,
Batumi 2014, ISSN 1987-7625
“ Limitless passion towards Georgian place” ( The
novel by Pridon Khalvashi “ Is it possible for A
Georgian man to be Muslim” some aspects)Batumi
205, ASBN 978-9941-462-47-4
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