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On November 15, 2024, the Batumi Shota Rustaveli State
University will host a scientific conference on the topic: "Ge-
orgian-Polish Relations in the 19th-20th Centuries (historical
and socio-cultural aspects)™.

The conference is held within the framework of the

q scientific grant project — Deportation of Poles to Georgia
and Polish-Georgian Geopolitical Cooperation (1830-
1921)" (FR-22-9832) — funded by Shota Rustaveli Georgian Nati-
onal Science Foundation, with financial support of the Foundation.

Organizing Committee:
Assoc. Prof. Irakli Baramidze (Chairman)
Prof. Kakhaber Surguladze
Assoc. Prof. Revaz Diasamidze
Assoc. Prof. Khatuna Diasamidze
Doctor of History Guguli Kukuladze

Time Limit:
Presentation - 10-12 minutes
Discussion - 3-5 minutes

Address:
Conference Hall

Ned4 Auditorium, 11 floor, | building, BSU
Opening of the Conference: 14:00
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15.11.2024, Auditorium Aed4
14:00

Opening of the Conference — Dean of the Faculty of Humanities,
Assoc. Prof. Teona Beridze

Greetings — Head of the Department of History, Archeology and
Ethnology, Prof. Jemal Karalidze

— Chairman of the Organizing Committee,
Assoc. Prof. Irakli Baramidze

Reports:.

1. Malkhaz Matsaberidze (Thilisi) -
Comparative analysis of the history of Georgia and Poland in
1918-1921 in the Georgian emigrant press.

2. Andrzej Furier (Szczecin) -
Poles in the History of Batumi until 1924.

3. Kakhaber Surguladze (Batumi) -
Magazine ,, Tsiskari* about Pustovoitova

4. Nargiza Kankia (Thilisi) -
Culture on Television: A Means of Relationship between the
Countries

5. Merab Megrelishvili (Batumi) -
"Polish House" in Batumi
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6. Mariam Marjanishvili (Kutaisi) -
Poles in the Service of Georgian Culture

7. Sulkhan Alekseia, Guguli Kukuladze (Batumi) -
The Issue of Establishing the "Russian Transcaucasian
Company" and Georgian-Polish Economic Interests in the
1820s-30s

8. Otar Gogolishvili (Batumi) -
Grigol Volsky as a Poet and Public Figure

9. Maka Dolidze (Thilisi) -
Ivan Slivitsky — editor and publicist of the newspaper
"Kavkaz"

10. Irina Varshalomidze, Nino Dzneladze,
Tsiuri Katamadze (Batumi) -
Circulation of Polish coins in Adjara

11. Tamar Orjonikidze (Thilisi) -
Polish National Liberation Movement in Early 20th Century
Germany and Georgian Public Opinion

Book presentation:
Ketevan Mania

Polish Identity in the Georgian
Print Media (from 1860s t01940s)
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Speakers and
Annotations of Reports

Malkhaz Matsaberidze

Ilvane Javakhishvili Thilisi University
Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor

Comparative analysis of the history of Georgia and Poland
in 1918-1921 in the Georgian emigrant press

The article analyzes the letters published in the Georgian emigrant
press in the 1920s-1930s, whose authors draw a parallel between the his-
tory of the Democratic Republic of Georgia and Poland in 1918-1921.
This topic received special attention in publications concerning the death
of Jozef Pilsudski (1935).

The authors of these publications noted several similarities between
Georgia and Poland: both countries were in the hands of the same enemy,
as well as both countries gained independence at about the same time.
However, unlike Poland, Georgia was unable to sustain its independence.
Thus, the authors believed that studying Poland's experience had practical
importance for Georgia, as it had to regain its independence. Poland was
considered an example of how to fight for national independence and to
build a nation-state.

Authors who were not socialists considered the fact that Georgia
did not have a leader like Pilsudski as the main reason for Georgia's loss
of independence again. During the comparison between Jozef Pilsudski
and Noe Zhordania, they noted that: a/ For Pitsudski, socialism was a tool
for national liberation, and he prevented the socialist forces in Poland
towards a sense of national nihilism. b/ Pilsudski subordinated class goals
to national interests; ¢/ Unlike Pilsudski, Zhordania failed to properly
assess the importance of the military field; d/ Georgia did not prepare for
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a repeated war. They paid special attention to this circumstance. The for-
mer conqueror is still trying to re-conquer the liberated country. It be-
comes necessary to fight not to gain independence, but to protect it.
Georgia could not prepare for this war and lost its independence.

Today, there are far more opportunities for comparative studies of
the histories of Georgia and Poland from 1918 to 1921 than there were for
emigrant authors in the 1930s. This area of research remains a significant
scientific challenge.

Andrzej Furier

Professor of Szczecin University

Poles in the History of Batumi until 1924

Batumi is a city with a long history, but in came to real importance
only towards the end of the XIX century. It was built after 1878 when this
part of Adjara was captured from Turks. Since then, the city and its port
occupy an exceptional place among the Georgian cities. The paper is an
attempt at presenting the Polish presence in Batumi, connected with the
development of the city and its port since the end of the XIX century until
1924. At that time over thousand Poles were Batumi’s permanent resi-
dents.

The importance of Batumi in the recent most history of Georgia
and the Caucasus goes far beyond the economy and touch the great global
politics. During the times of greatest danger to the Georgian statehood it
was through Batumis that thouse decided to migrate evacuated. The Poles
returning to their country after the regaing independence in 1918, also
boarded the ships in Batumi. Prior to that they have played an important
role in the development of Batumi’s municipal and communication
infrastructure by participating in the work of the City Council.
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The paper recalls the names of the two most important members of
the Polish colony in Batumi, the painter Zygmunt Waliszewski and the
engineer Jozef Panasiewicza. The first one left many paintings inspired by
his life in the city, commemorated by his memorial plate. The second one
created the “Dom Polski” Association (“Polish Home” Association) set up
in the city in 1909. The paper also mentions several representatives of
various trades who contributed to the past developments of Batumi. Also,
the Poles participated in the construction of the city Catholic Church of
the Birth of the Virgin Mother of God, whose chief founder was Stefan
Zubalashvili.

Kakhaber Surguladze

Professor of Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University
Magazine “Tsiskari” about Pustovoitova

Various publications touching upon the themes of the "January
Uprising™ and the heroic struggle of the Poles appeared in the Georgian
periodical press of the 1860s. One of them was the literary magazine
"Tsiskari". The magazine does not mention the fact of sending a corres-
pondent to Poland and studying the situation on the ground. It does not try
to enlighten the reader about the causes and circumstances of the uprising
and other issues. Since the "Polish theme" was relevant in society, "Tsis-
kari" could not stay away from the popular topic, so the editors tried to
satisfy the readers' interest. Since the issue of a female revolutionary was
a popular topic in the European press in March 1863, “Tsiskari” picked it
up (Ne 4, 1863) and provided readers with a publication about "Henrietta
Pustovoitova, a Polish patriotic woman". Since the "Polish theme™ was
considered an internal affair of the empire, the magazine deliberately
refrained from discussing the uprising due to a conflict with the censorship
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committee and limited itself to reporting information about one of the par-
ticipants.

We would like to clarify that the editors allow for reservations in the
letter. The fact is that there was no participant in the uprising named
Henrietta Pustovoitova. In fact, the person the magazine was talking about
was Anna Genrikha Pustovoitova (1838-1881). In this case, it is difficult
to blame the editors, because Pustovoitova was called by different names
in Russia, Poland and France. She was quite a charismatic person. It would
have been advantageous to call Pustovoitova the "The Maid of Orleans",
but the magazine did not do this. It is quite possible that the editors at that
time refrained from idealizing him, since the fact could have been
contagious in Georgia, which the censorship committee would have con-
sidered a dangerous precedent for the magazine. Regarding Pustovoitova,
“Tsiskari” cites “Russian newspapers” as the source of information, but
does not specify. Here, different sources can be named. Information about
Pustovoitova was first voiced in A. Herzen's “Kolokol”. Since it was
distributed illegally and in small print runs in the Russian Empire, it is
therefore excluded. In reality, we are dealing with the Kavkaz newspaper,
published in the Caucasus, which had a practice of providing readers with
information with excerpts from official newspapers. Speaking about
Langevich, Kavkaz (11.04.1863) published information about Pustovoito-
va. A mutual comparison of Tiskari and Kavkaz materials shows that this
was the last material from “Russian newspapers”, which the magazine
received information about Pustovoitova's biographical and combat path.
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Nargiza Kankia

Doctor of Journalism (PhD) David Aghmashenebeli
University of Georgia, Associate Professor

Culture on Television: A Means of Relationship
between the Countries

In the early stages of Georgian television development, the majority
of airtime was dedicated to works from various fields of literature and the
arts. This was particularly true for cinema, the role of which on television
became even more prominent.

Polish culture occupied a significant place in the Georgian television
space. A clear example of this is the “Week of Polish Culture,” held in
October 1959 on Georgian television.

Soon after, film segments were introduced in Georgian broadcasting,
which introduced viewers to foreign cinematography, primarily from
socialist countries.

Poland was one of the countries where Georgian television films were
awarded prestigious prizes, and many of these films were produced under
challenging circumstances. For example, in 1966, “The Wedding” (direc-
ted by M. Kobakhidze) received the Diploma of the Il International Short
Film Festival in Krakow, Poland, among other prizes.

In 1987, “The Stain” (directed by A. Tsabadze) received a prize for
Best Directing at the XIV International Film Festival in Koszalin, Poland,
which was titled “Youth and Films,” among other awards.

At the end of the 1960s, for the first time, Georgian viewers had the
opportunity to watch two Polish multi-episode television films on Russian
Central Television: “Four Tank-Men and a Dog” (where one of the
characters was Georgian) and “The Goal that is Greater Than Life ”. Both
were set during World War Il and had a clear propagandist tone, yet they
were very popular in Georgia. Due to audience demand, both films were
later broadcast in the Georgian language.

Until the second half of the 1980s, airtime was mainly devoted to
programming from socialist countries. For example, in celebration of the
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20th anniversary of Georgian television, the Polish actress Barbara
Brylska was invited to the studio.

Many changes occurred on Georgian television during the so-called
“Perestroika” years. A particularly impactful moment was the interview
with the well-known Polish director Andrzej Wajda, who offered his
thoughts on the tragic events of April 9, 1989.

In 2000, in the television program ‘“Psycho”, Georgian viewers were
introduced to the episodes of “Decalogue”, directed by the great Polish
filmmaker K. Kieslowski.

Merab Megrelishvili

BSU Niko Berdzenishvili Institute

Senior Researcher
""Polish House" in Batumi

The title of this research topic arises from discussions at the Batumi
self-government meeting on December 16, 1909, concerning the alloca-
tion of land for the construction of a school at the corner of Komarov and
Giorgievsky streets in Batumi for the "Polish House" society, totaling
137.32 square meters. This issue sparked significant controversy. The
meeting was chaired by the city head, G.D. Zhuruli, and attended by 20
members of parliament, including Simulov, Grigoriadi, Simonov, Shutz,
Dimitriadi, Chkhaidze, Panasevich, Sabaev, Kurtoeva, Eliava, Puchinian,
Piloyan, Sakhnovsky, Sogorov, Krasnitsky, Krinitsky, Berdzenishvili,
Kandelaki, Kvitsinsky, and Trofimov. Notably, 23 voters did not attend
the meeting, and the minutes do not specify the reasons for their absence.
This silence suggests a lack of support among voters for the initiative to
open a unified school for Georgian and Polish children in Batumi. Mixed
sentiments were expressed during the meeting, revealing attitudes toward
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the Polish community and their Catholic faith. The discussions from this
session warrant further exploration. The decision to allocate land for the
Polish House was postponed multiple times. Initially, there were plans to
construct a public library on the site, which was later referred to the Land
Development Commission for consideration. The Roman Catholic Church
advocated for the establishment of the school. Overall, the treatment of
the Polish in Batumi was influenced not only by their nationality but also
by their religion. The Russian self-government failed to adequately recog-
nize the contributions of the Polish community to the city's reconstruction.
After the death of Grigol Volski, the self-government did not arrange a
proper burial for him, and today, his residence in Batumi, along with that
of Ilia Chavchavadze, has been sacrificed for the construction of an
expensive building.

In 1924, Polish citizens living in Batumi faced a difficult choice:
whether to remain in Georgia or return to Poland. This was a covert form
of coercion by the authorities, leading to the deportation of many Poles.
The "Russian option" — Omrarus (ot jar. optatio — skemaHue, BEIOOD;
anri. choice of citizenship, optation) forced Polish citizens to apply to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Moscow, resulting in what appeared to be
voluntary emigration. Additionally, the article highlights individual sto-
ries of citizens in Adjara, including Grigol Volski, Nikoloz Sabaev and his
wife Rilskaya, Jozeb Panasevich, Ansel Mghebrishvili, and others.

Mariam Marjanishvili

Doctor of Philology,
Kutaisi State Historical Museum Scientific worker

Poles in the Service of Georgian Culture

The earliest written references to Georgia and the Georgians can be
found in ancient Greece, dating back to the 9th century BC. Greek authors
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such as Homer, Hesiod, Herodotus, Xenophon, Strabo, and others desc-
ribed the lives of Georgian tribes, their customs, and the wars they fought.
The popularization of the Georgian people was greatly aided by the
legends surrounding the expedition of the Argonauts to Colchis in search
of the Golden Fleece, as depicted in Euripides’ tragedy Medea.

Ambassadors, missionaries, merchants, and travelers from various
European countries brought back fascinating reports about the Georgians
and their involvement in battles against the Mongols and Seljuk Turks,
highlighting their heroic deeds. Among these European observers, Polish
people also became acquainted with Georgia, described as “this wonderful
part of the world,” through the works of 19th-century writers.

In 1833, Juliusz Nowacki's work on Georgia was published as a
separate book, titled Georgia: Its Nature, Literature, and Short History.
Additionally, the Polish writer Tadeusz L.ada-Zabtocki, who had lived in
Thilisi since 1837, had close ties with the Georgian romantic poet Nikoloz
Baratashvili and the sisters Ekaterine and Nino Chavchavadze. His essays
written in his native language on "Georgian literature™ introduced Polish
readers to this land of poetry.

Another significant contribution was Wojciech Potocki's book,
which included many stories about Georgia inspired by Caucasian
folklore. Polish poet Wtadystaw Strzelnicki's Georgian Poetry also
garnered attention for its portrayal of the Georgian people.

Polish writer Leon Janiszewski (1810-1861) spent the last years of
his life in Thilisi and left us his reflections on Georgia in his impressive
book Pictures and Impressions of a Trip to the Caucasus.

In the modern era, Georgian culture was further popularized by the
work of Jan Braun, a scholar at the University of Warsaw. Having com-
pleted his postgraduate studies in ancient Georgian language at Thilisi
State University, he defended his dissertation on "The Plurality of
Georgian Verbs" in 1955. Alongside promoting the Georgian language in
Poland, Jan Braun was also active in translation work.

In summary, Poles, through their dedicated efforts, played a key
role in promoting Georgian cultural treasures in Europe, a tradition that
continues today.
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Sulkhan Alekseia
Doctor of History, Lecturer at BSU

Guguli Kukuladze
Doctor of History, Lecturer at BSU

The Issue of Establishing the ""Russian Transcaucasian Company"*
and Georgian-Polish Economic Interests
in the 1820s-30s

For the first time, information about this secret project became
known to the general public in 1831, when an article by an unknown
author on the "Russian Transcaucasian Company" was published in the
Tifliskie Vedomosti. The author reported that in 1828, P. Zaveleisky and
A. Griboyedov drafted a project to establish the first factories in the South
Caucasus (sugar, wool, leather, and glass factories). Viticulture, wine-
making, and sericulture were to be developed, and crops like cotton and
tobacco were to be cultivated. Infrastructure projects were also required
for this purpose, such as road construction and the introduction of new
technical means in agriculture. The project requested 120,000 desiatins of
land along the Black Sea coast (in Samegrelo and Imereti) to be leased on
favorable terms.

The company was to have full monopoly on free navigation. In
order to export industrial goods to Europe, they demanded that Russia
seize Batumi from the Ottomans. Special detachments were to ensure the
city's security.

According to A. Griboyedov, with whom |. Paskevich also agreed,
the workforce for this project should consist of Armenians resettled in
Georgia and Russian peasants who would be freed from serfdom, although
they would be required to work for the company's benefit for 50 years.
The company's statute also provided for the establishment of administra-
tive and diplomatic regulations for the security of caravan routes. Accor-
ding to P. Zaveleisky, this project was analogous to the economic projects
of the United States of America. Globally, the company was to serve as an
intermediary in world trade between Europe and Asia. The company's
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shareholders were to be landowners, merchants, and Russian officials
living in the South Caucasus.

It can be said that the Zaveleisky-Griboyedov project changed the
economic landscape not only of Georgia but of the entire Russian Empire,
turning Georgia into the economic flagship of Russia.

The Governor of the Caucasus, Rosen, explained the co-authorship
of the Polish P. Zaveleisky in this project by linking him to the 1832
Georgian conspiracy and considered it as proof of his involvement. The
fact that the first person associated with this project, who is still considered
missing, leads to Polish Count Paskevich might not be a coincidence. By
highlighting this, we aim to draw attention to the common economic and
political interests between Georgia and Poland. Taking into account that
this project was written from a Decembrist political-economic worldview,
it further reinforces the idea of shared Georgian-Polish interests.

Otar Gogolishvili

Professor of Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University
Grigol Volsky as a Poet and Public Figure

llya and Akaki, the great leaders of the national liberation move-
ment of Georgia and progressive Georgian literature, were supported by
well-known public figures of their time who made a significant contribu-
tion to Motherland affairs. Among them, Grigol Volsky is one of the out-
standing figures who responded in word and deed to all important public
issues for ten years.

The materials preserved in the Georgian memoir literature and
periodicals present with great love and respect the work of Grigol Volsky,
in particular the struggle for the well-being of Batumi liberated from the
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hands of the Ottomans, how Grigol VVolsky sincerely and lovingly devoted
himself to the welfare of the homeland. All reveal his journalistic letters
too.

The most painful issue, to which Grigol Volsky attached invaluable
importance, was the study of the history of Georgia. He raised the question
of a thorough study of the history of the Georgian people with a centuries-
old heroic past based on the principle of Ilia Chavchavadze: "Nothing
proves our weakness so much as the fact that we still do not have such a
systematic critical story about what we were like, how we have traveled
the long path of past centuries, what we have lost, what we have acquired
and what life step we should present to the judgment of educated
humanity," Grigol Volsky wrote in 1893 in the magazine "Kvali".

A person fighting for national and cultural interests regrets that the
great cultural past of the Georgian people was not preserved, there was no
desire and aspiration to publish works that shed light on the history of the
Georgian people. In such a situation, Grigol Volsky put knowledge of the
country's history first.

Maka Dolidze

David Aghmashenebeli University of Georgia

lvan Slivitsky — editor and publicist of the
newspaper ""Kavkaz"

In 1846, a socio-political and literary Russian-language newspa-
per, “Kavkaz” (“KaBka3”), was founded in Tbilisi, the editor of which
was O. Konstantinov. The newspaper aimed to cover events occurring in
the Caucasus and neighboring countries. A significant portion of the
newspaper's content was dedicated to Poland and the Polish people,
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publishing works by Polish writers who had settled in the Caucasus and
Georgia. The newspaper played a notable role in strengthening Georgian-
Polish relations.

From 1850, the editor of “Kavkaz” was the Polish writer Ivan
Slivitsky. Slivitsky’s tenure as editor can be divided into two periods. The
first, from 1850 to 1854, was marked by challenges such as the irregular
arrival of mail from Russia, often causing him to rely solely on available
materials. During this time, he worked almost entirely independently, and
his publications reflected both genuine warmth and a strict tone.

The second period, from 1868 to 1871. Political news, state dec-
rees, and orders. During this time, Slivitsky was in poor health, suffering
from nervous exhaustion and frequent apathy. Despite these challenges,
he forced himself to continue working with full dedication and respon-
sibility.

In 1848, Kavkaz published Slivitsky’s article The Manglisi Church
and the Caves of Algeti. In this publication, he addresses the important
topic of studying ancient monuments and construction inscriptions in
Georgia. He discusses the Manglisi Church, noting that it requires sup-
port to remain standing and endure the centuries. Slivitsky highlights that
the church was built in the 4th century, drawing attention to the cons-
truction inscription by Arsen Mangleli.

The discussion surrounding Arsen Mangleli’s construction inscri-
ption remains relevant today. Slivitsky’s arguments and conclusions are
still considered significant, with many contemporary scholars endorsing
his views.
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Irine Varshalomidze
PhD, Senior Researcher,
Niko Berdzenishvili’s Institute of BSU.

Nino Dzneladze
PhD, senior researcher,
A. Kakhidze’s Museum of Adjara.

Tsiuri Katamadze,
PhD, Associate Professor of BSU

Circulation of Polish coins in Adjara

Among the numismatic monuments discovered in Adjara, a group
of Polish coins attract the most attention. They were identified in the
villages of Gonio, Kobuleti Municipality. They are preserved in the
Khariton Akhvlediani Museum, Adjara. In Georgia, the mentioned coins
have been found in large quantities - in the form of treasures in Zestafoni,
Samgori (Shindisi), Thilisi, Lanchkhuti; As separate units in Akhaltsikhe,
Ozurgeti, Tsalenjikha, Martvili, Abastumani.

Polish coins have been entering Georgia since the first quarter of
the 17th century. The arrival of Orts and Poltoraks in our country was
determined by various factors: political relations with Poland in the fight
against the growing expansion of the Ottoman Empire; Silk trade with
Poland through the Black Sea and the Dnieper; Activities of Catholic
missionaries; Migration of Dnieper and Don Cossacks to Guria and
Samegrelo principalities and others. Western Georgia is associated with
the Cossacks during the battle against the Ottomans. Coins of the united
kingdom of Poland-Lithuania circulated in the area of their settlement in
the first half of the 17th century. According to Evliya Chelib, the Cossacks
repeatedly attacked the Gonio fortress owned by the Ottomans, which they
besieged and destroyed. The circulation of Polish coins in Adjara must be
the result of these events.
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Tamar Orjonikidze

Institute of Political Sciences of Ilia State University; Researcher
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University; PhD student

Polish National Liberation Movement in Early 20th Century
Germany and Georgian Public Opinion

The article studies the letters that were published in early 20th-
century Georgian newspapers, specifically "lveria" and "Tsnobis Purt-
seli”, which refer to the situation of Poles living in the part of Poland
included in the German Empire and their national liberation movement.

At the beginning of the 20th century, Poland was divided between
the German, Austro-Hungarian and Russian empires. They tried to
Germanize the Poles in Germany and Austria-Hungary, and to Russify
them in the Russian Empire. Like the Poles, the Georgian society, which
was under colonial oppression, had a lot of sympathy for the Poles, but
due to the presence of censorship, the Georgian press could write more
freely about the situation of the Poles in Germany.

When discussing the situation of Poles in Germany, the Georgian
press paid much attention to a) the persecution of Poles - oppressing and
the policy of violent Germanization carried out by the state; b) the
struggle of Poles to protect their own language in educational institutions
and to reform the Polish school; c) rapid demographic growth of the
Polish population; d) purposeful activity of Poles to keep agricultural
lands in the hands of Poles in villages and to hinder German colonization;
e) the rapid economic development of the Poles, which created the basis
for a successful struggle to preserve the national identity.

Paying considerable attention in the Georgian press to the Polish
struggle to maintain their national identity was more than just a gesture
of sympathy and support. Georgia, which was under the Russian Empire,
faced the same problems, and the organization of the Polish national
liberation movement and deliberate efforts to preserve their own lan-
guage, education system, and Polish ownership of the land were shown
as an example to the Georgian society.
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