The Hospitality Scheme experience, some reports by HS alumni.

Article published in Campuskrant (KULeuven magazine) 

One of the many aims of the Coimbra Group university network is to create more opportunities for non-EU students to study at one of the European member universities. A hospitality scheme was established last year to fund young academics from south-eastern Europe.

The idea comes from Oxford, where a similar hospitality scheme was launched in the 1970s for researchers from Central and Eastern European countries. The Coimbra Group Hospitality Scheme (HS) initially targeted primarily young academics from the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. In the first two application rounds, the Coimbra Group office in Brussels received fifty-one applications, twenty-nine of which were accepted. K.U.Leuven hosted five of these researchers (in the faculties of arts, medicine, social sciences, and engineering). Katarina Radulovic visited the department of Art History in March and April as the first researcher to come to Leuven under the HS programme. She studied at the University of Belgrade, and learned of the scholarship programme through the Alternative Academic Educational Network (AAEN), an independent organization working to improve the quality of university education in Yugoslavia, bringing together various people and projects involved in undergraduate and graduate education in Serbia and Montenegro.

In a brief chat with Campuskrant, Katarina Radulovic is effusive about the many opportunities opened by her stay in Leuven. Her field of research is the history of contemporary art; in Leuven she was working on a project investigating minimal art and the influence of western European art on young artists from Yugoslavia. She extolled the wealth of publications available here, her supervisor Prof. Lut Pil, and the ease of access to electronic sources. While visiting museums in Antwerp, Brussels, Ostend and Ghent, she was surprised by the quality of the exhibition catalogues and museum libraries. "A state university like the one in Belgrade is a relatively closed community with limited opportunities, and the universities are tied down by the laws governing information and education. Many professors are now leaving the University of Belgrade and setting up interdisciplinary programmes with AAEN in research fields that are poorly represented at the state universities, such as cultural studies. I don't think there are any momentous changes on the horizon — the new government simply has other priorities, in the first place political stability.

"The Coimbra Group Hospitality Scheme is once again proof that Europeans must create openings for communicating with one another in a spirit of academic freedom. Of course, one month at a foreign university is not nearly long enough, but my research leave has undoubtedly been fruitful and pleasant".

Why K.U.Leuven in particular? "Many people in Belgrade told me that Leuven was an OK place. I not only made interesting contacts in my research field, but at the Alma I ran into students and researchers from the Netherlands, the Philippines, Venezuela, and so on. It's a genuinely international university community. And the location is also a plus: you can easily travel to Paris or London. I truly hope I can continue these new contacts with K.U.Leuven, and invite people from here to visit Belgrade. That way, many more students would be given opportunities that are unavailable at the moment in Yugoslavia".

Article also published in the Coimbra Group Newsletter

Hello, my name is Milan Radulovic from Yugoslavia, Montenegro, Niksic. I received a grant for a 3 months scholarship from the Coimbra-Group to take research at the University of Granada, Spain, Faculty of Sciences, Department of Electronics and Computer Architecture.

I spent a wonderful 3 months in Granada and Andalucia from September to December. I enjoyed my research work there with Prof. Antonio Rubio and his colleagues as well as my free time travelling through Andalucia and visiting many beautiful and historical places, meeting a lot of people from all parts of the world and making good relationships.

Granada is a fascinating city with a lot of historical places, with an extraordinary old part of town, Albaicin and a gorgeous palace named Alhambra. Historically it is the last redoubt of Islam in Western Europe (the Alhambra and the Generalife are samples of the splendour of this civilisation); Granada is also a Renaissance city (the Hospital Real or the Cathedral are only two examples of Granada's well-preserved historical heritage).

The Faculty provided good facilities for my research and I really felt free to express my ideas about our common project. I got new views about problems in Speech Processing and got a good base to continue to work on my own. Also, after my return at home I continued to work on the same project to extend it and to find new benefits from it. I established good connections between the University of Montenegro and the University of Granada and I hope that very soon we could sign the Contract about cooperation in all fields between these Universities. I am looking forward to it.

What I like most about Granada is the combination of a high academic standard and the array of cultural, social and sport options. 

I am looking forward to being there again.
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